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7 lR William Berkeley, the author of the following 
“Discourse,” by a Royal Commission of Charles L., 
assumed the Governorship of Virginia in 1642. 
His early life had been that of the young English 
noble of his time and he came to Virginia with 
all the instincts and the peculiar morality of his 
class; and with an intense love of England and 
loyalty to England’ s king. 

He was quick to perceive that the sentiments and opinions of 
Virginia, unlike those of Massachusetts, were largely a con- 
tinuation of what he conceived to be the best of the sentiments 
and opinions of the mother country. This must have influenced 
him largely in his immediate confirmation of the planters in 
their possession of a considerable share of the legislative auth- 
ority and enjoyment of the franchises with which they had be- 
come familiar. He convened the Colonial Legislature and the 
bitterness of factions soon was lost in the general harmony 
which prevailed. Thus Berkeley attained the utmost popular- 
ity and his courteous bearing and lavish generosity appealed 
at once to the loyalist Virginians. The virtues of the aristo- 
crat had won the hearts of his Colonists as the vices of aristo- 
cracy were later to make the country run with blood. 

Virginia remained prosperous and loyal throughout the 
reign of Charles the First and on his execution the Colonists, 
who now numbered over twenty thousand, unhesitatingly pro- 
claimed his son King of Virginia. The hands of loyalist were 
strengthened by the arrival of many of the English nobles, 
who, horrified by the excesses of the ‘Rebels,’ made their 
way to the banks of the Chesapeake, where they were wel- 
comed by the planters and found the mansion of the Governor 
with open doors to receive them. Here, amid the forests of the 
western world, they met and recounted their better days, still 
nourishing their loyalty and hoping for the restoration of their 
king. Charles Second, an exile in Flanders, transmitted to 
Berkeley a new commission, and still controlling the distri- 
bution of offices, did not forget his loyal Cavaliers in Vir- 
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FOREWORD 


ginia. “Virginia” we are told “was whole for the monarchy 
and the last country belonging to England, that submitted 
to obedience to the Commonwealth.” 

The fervor and enthusiasm of the English republicans, 
having conquered their European enemies, turned its attention 
to the Colonies; and Virginia, which refused to surrender to 
force, yielded voluntarily upon the agreement that they should 
have all the liberties of the free-born people of England and 
that the business of the Colony should be entrusted to their 
own grand assembly. Under this system Virginia was 
governed until 1660, when Berkeley was again elected Gov- 
ernor, acknowledging himself “but a servant of the Assembly”. 

At the time of the beginning of the Cavalier parliament in 
England, Virginia began to suffer from a cleavage at home. 
More distinctly was noted the existence of two parties, the 
Royalists and the People. The former party was somewhat 
divided: on the one hand their natural sympathies were allied 
with their monarch and also, on him they depended for favor 
and support. On the other hand, a community of interests and 
a national pride of Virginia bent them toward the people. 
Politically we have evidence of the temper of the Royalist as- 
sembly in one of its first acts—disfranchising Major John Bond, 
a magistrate, for “factious and schismatical demeanors” and 
the aristocrat in Berkeley is seen in his statement that “the 
ministers should pray oftener and preach less.” It will be seen 
that sovereignty of Virginia over itself was visibly fading. _ 

The fears of the Colonists were aroused at this time by 
the establishment of the Navigation Act and realizing its 
economy and that consequent upon its enforcement, the prices 
of their goods would be enhanced, they appointed Berkeley 
~ Colonial Agent to present their grievances at Court and to 
obtain some sort of redress. It must have been on this mission 
that the “Discourse” was written and we can see by it that 
the old Royalist master of considerable logic was by no means 
negligent of his Commission, although throughout is evident 
a certain over-deference to the well-being of his beloved Eng- 
land, almost to his own detriment. He was able, however, 
to sum up in a few vivid lines, the various aspects of his case. 
Explaining the need of new Colonists he says, “When in the 
past ages to disburden the Kingdom of indigent younger 
brothers, whom the peculiar policy of this nation condemned 
to poverty of War, we were forced to undertake the assistance 
of rebels, which God of late has revengd on our own bowels; 
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FOREWORD 


now there can be no necessity of that sin or misery, for a 
small sum of money will enable a younger brother to erect a 
flourishing family in a new world; and add more Strength, 
Wealth and Honour, to his Native Country, than thousands 
did before, that died forgotten and unrewarded in an unjust 
War.” In another place he tells of the ““good families” already 
in Virginia: “Percys, the Barkleys, the Wests, the Gages, the 
Throgmortons, Wyats, Degges, Chickeleys, Moldsworths, Mor- 
risons, Kemps, and hundred others, which I forbear to men- 
tion, lest I should misherald them in the catalogue.” He was 
subjected to some criticism on the slow development of the 
Colony and this he explains as largely due to the extensive use 
of “the vicious, ruinous plant of tobacco” which, however, 
“brings more money to the crown than all the Islands in 
America besides.” 

Despite his staunchness to the Colonists, Virginia might 
have chosen a less pliant advocate. He was entirely too 
strongly Royalist to make the most of his mission and prob- 
ably this same devotion to the King was traded on as had 
before been used upon the restoration of the Stuarts. How- 
ever that may be Berkeley returned from a fruitless voyage 
to find many more “schismatical persons” throughout the settle- 
ment and then began the long series of oppressions and the in- 
troduction of political trickery and corruption. This condi- 
tion continued with no great diminution until the spread of 
Puritanism and clashes with the Indians brought matters to 
a head. John Washington, the great-grandfather of George 
Washington, headed a party of Virginians to the assistance of 
Maryland and the warfare on both sides was conducted with 
the utmost ferocity. When six of the Indians came to treat for 
peace, they were murdered by the Colonists and here again 
we see the spirit of the Cavalier in Berkeley’s rebuke. mors 
they had killed my father and my mother and all my friends, 
yet if they had come to treat of peace, they ought to have gone 
in peace.” When the Indians, mad for revenge, started their 
awful reprisals, Berkeley refused the Colonists the right to arm 
themselves for defence. Then it was that Nathaniel Bacon, 
disregarding orders, formed a “rebel army” which ultimately 
forced Berkeley to yield. The stories of cruelty are well 
known, for the first time troops landed in Virginia and were 
not disbanded for three years. At the end of that time, with 
the home-going squadron went Sir William Berkeley, his con- 
duct censured with equal severity in both countries. There 
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is no doubt that Berkeley’s heart was broken by the final re- 
port of the Commissioners of Virginia and he died before he 
had his audience with the King. 

Berkeley had many virtues. He was a man finely fitted to 
govern the Virginians, whose hearts were warm to the gallant 
courtier; but rooted near the source of his’ fitness for the task 
lay the seed of his failure. The Cavalier could bear no slight; 
and the affront to his pride ruled out all sentiment of clemency. 
Added to his difficulties was the avarice and weakness of the 
King, while the comparative ease attending the planters and 
the development of tobacco culture to the exclusion of other in- 
dustry enfeebled their spirit of initiative and restrained any 
natural talent for invention. Below the surface but moving 
restlessly since the first English foot touched the soil of Vir- 
ginia was the desire for self expression, the hardly articulate de- 
sire for liberty and freedom, from which a century later, issued 
the Declaration of Independence. 
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“ae 1 Efore J enter into the confideration of the 
advantages this Kingdom of England has 
by the Plantation in Margeaa, I think it 
dq neceflary to make a fhore defcription of 
zt the Scituation of it, asto the Climate ; 
and then tell what.natural helps it has to 
make it a glorious and flourifhing 
* Country :: And when this Difcourle 
produce a conceffion ofthe natural advantages it has 
above allother His Majefties Plantations, I fhall lay down 
the Canfes, both intrinfick and accidental, why it has notin 
all this fuppofed long wact of time produced thofe rich and 
ftaple Commodities, which I (hall in this Difcourfe affirm it 
is capable of, 

And, Firft, forthe Chace - It lyeth within the Degrees of 
37.and 42. (eMarilandincluded ) which by all is confefs’d 
to be a {cituation capable of the diverfities of all Northern 
and Southern commodities, fome Drugs and Spices excepted, 
which Fisrida; on whofe borders we are cy {eaced, may 
alfo probably produce, 

Into the Bay of Virgiwa, formerly called Chefapeack Bay, 
runs fix eminent Rivers, none twenty miles diftant from ano» 
ther; three of whichexceed the Tames, both in extent and 
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(2) 
progr effion of the Tides; thefe canfe and continue the ad, 
mir “d fertility of the Countrey, and by their greatnefs and 
contiguity temper thofe heats, which the dryer places of 
efrica are {nbject to, inthe fame degrees of latitude. 

Up thefe Rivers Ships of three hundred tuns fail near two 
hundred miles, and anchor inthe frefh waters; and by this 
means arenot troubled with thofe Worms which endamage 
fhips, bothinthe Weftern Iflands of eZmerica, and in the 
eM edierranean fea, Andtoayoida larger difcourfeofit, I 
will herenote it, thatour fhips once palit the Lands end, are 
in no dangerof Pirats, Rocks or Lee-fhores, tillthey come — 
to their Port, and fewer fhips mifcarry going to Virginia,then 
co any Port at thar diftance in the world, 

Now for thofe things which are naturally in it, they are ~ 
thefe, Iron, Lead, Pitch, Tar, Mafts, Timber for Ships of the 

greateft magnirude, and Wood for Pot-afhes. 

Thofe other Commodities, which are produced by indu- 
ftry, are Flax, Hemp, Silk, Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rice, Cot- 
ton, all forts of Pulie and Fruits, the laft of which in that per- 
fection, that ifthe tafte were the onely judge, we would not 
think they were of the fame fpecies with thofe from which 
they are derived tous from Exgland. The vicious ruinous 
plant of Tobacco! would notname, but that it brings more 
Der to the Crown, then all the Iflands in America be- 

ides. 

Now this is afcertained and confeficd, that fuch ftaple 
commodities, as Tron, Silk, Flax, Hemp, and Pot-afhes, may 
be eafily raifed in Virginia, an high imputation will lye apon 
us, why we have notall this time endeavoured to evidence 
the trath-and certainty of it, to our own and the publick ad- 
vantage, 

To this I will anfwer,that the long time of feating of Virgi- 
nia is a general and popular error: For though the firft fhips 
arrived in /irgmia in 1606. yet by reafonof many almoft 
infuparable dithculties, the increafe of the number of Plan- 
ters was hardly perceptible : For, firft, that, as all unclear’d 
Plantations, was unwholfom ; then all they eat came from 
England, and provided for thofe they never faw nor cared for, 
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was notlikely tobe very good. Then the Judians quickly 
rew jealous of them, and forced them to fight for every foot 
of ground they held, and in the year 1622. in one night mur- 
dered. all bur four or five hundred, Sorthat from that time 
ave muft begin the account of the Plantation: nor is this all, 
for many years after this, the danger and {carcity of the Inha- 
bitants was fo famed thorough England, that none but fuch as 
were forced could be induced to plant or defend the place; 
and of thofe that came, there was net one woman to thirty 
men, and populus virorunz is ofno long duration any where. 
But fince the year 1630. the place began to be of more plen- 
ty and fecurity, for the Jndians, though not fubdued; were 
terrified to a fufpenfion of arms, the Planters then firft began 
to fence their grounds and plant. Corn ; the few Cattelt ey 
had, increafed to fuch numbers, that thay were able to help 
their neighbour Plantations. And nowZ believe, chat there 
is no Plantation of the Exgd/h would more abound in Cattel, 
Hogs, and allforts of Fruit, than Virgina, if they had but a 
miean price to quicken their induftry, and make their provi- 
dence vigilant. 
Another great imputation lyes on the Countrey that 
none but thot of the meaneft quality and‘corrupteft lives go 
thither. This toour Maligners we would eafily grant, if 
they would confent to the omen ofits; for was not Rome thus 
begun and compofed? and the greateft honour that was given 
to Romulss and hisCity was this, thathis feveriry and difci- 
pline in his time, made them formidable to their neighbours, 
and his pofterity mafters of the world. But this is not all 
truth, for men ofas good Families as any Subjedts in England 
have refided there, as the Percys, the Barkleys, the IVefts, the 
Gages, the Throgmortons, Wyats, Deets, Chickeleys, eAold- 
worths, eMorrifons, Kemps, and hundred others, which I for. 
bear toname, left I fhould mifherald them in the Catalogue. 
But grantit were thus, isthisany imputation tothe place, 
that thofe that come from hence with thofe ungoverned man- 
ners and affections, change them there for fober and thrifty 
paflions and defires, which is evident in moft that are there ; 
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tenatnre and conditions of men, fuall find, that naturally 
this change will follow the alteration of our conditions : For 
who experimentally in England are more prodigal and 
riotous then the younger beat iees of ir, who have lealt Fond 
tO maintain and continue either of them? who leffe careful 
of their Eftates then thofe, whofe early negligence hath enga- 

ed them tothe Ufurer? and the anni reafor is evident, 

or it ishope anda propofed end that quickens our induftry, 
and bridles our intemperance ; but when Cx bez0 fhall be 
objected, wretchlefneffeand a defire of prefent pleafures will 
invadeus: But this is not foin our Plantations ; for we find 
there. that if we will be provident and induftrious for a year 
or two, we may provide for our Pofterity for many Ages 5 
the manifeft knowledge ofthis makes men induftrious and 
vigilant withus, who here havine no Vineyards to dreffe, 
ftood idlein the Market-place till the eleventh hour, 

Bat we will confefle, that there is with us a great {carcity 
of good men; that is, of able Workmen, at whofe doors 
ought chisdefect to lie ? not at ours, who would procure them - 
could they be perfwaded at high prices ; bat indeed our li- 
berty to re good onely to our felves, isthe main obftacle of 
our progrefsto ftaple-commodities in our Plantations, . for. 
onely fach fervants as have been. brought up-to.mo Art or 
Trade, hunger and fear of prifons bring to us, which we 
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reafon, who being chid by the Judge for often bringin 
{candalous caufes before hims told him, they were the belt. 
he could get ta bebrougit tohim. 

Had the Dutch Virginia, they would make ic the Fortreffe; 
Martand Magazin we all the Weft Indies, for-(asI at firft in- 
timated) the Rivers will fecurely harbour twenty thoufandy 
Ships atonce; the Couniry produceth.all things meceflary 
for thofe Ships and the men that fayle in them, nothing want- 
ingfor the fupplies of warcr peace, but it was ever our mi- 
fery not to take our aims the diftance ofan-Age. 

But half that time to the making us, and enriching this 
Kingdom by our labours, will not be required; forI can. 
with affurance afirme, that if we have from hence refolute 
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— inftrnGtions and indulgent encouragements., swithin feven 
years ‘we fhall. not needthe Northerne nor Southerne Eaft 
Countries, to fupply us with Silk, Flax, Hemp, Pitch, Tar, 
Iron, Mafts, Timber,and Pot-ahhes ; for all of thefe,but iron, 
we wantonly skilful men to teachus to produce them the 
cheapeft and readieft way 3 but the making of Iron will re- 
guire abler purfes then we are yet mafters of, 

Yet in another Paragraph I fhall propofe. that, whichif 
granted to us, will enable usofour felves to-accom: plifh this 
and-other great concernments, "Paes 
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O 
~ Itmutt be confeffed, that Barbadoes fends a better commo- 
dity into England,then Virginia yet does , but withall ic muft 
be acknowledged, that one Ship from Virginia brings more 
Money to the Crown, then five Ships of the fame burthen do 
from the Barbadoes. But had we ability or skillto fet for. 
ward thofe ftaple commodities I mentioned, of Silk, Flax, 
Hemp, Pitch,Pot-afhes, and Iron,a few yeares would make us 
able to fend more Ships laden with thefe, then now the Bar- 
badoes do with Sugar. : 

Amoneft many other weighty Reafons, why Virgina has 
hotall this while made any progrefsion into ftaple Commo- 
dities, this is the chief, That our Governours by reafonof the 
corruption of thofe times they livedin, Jaid the Foundation 
of our wealth and induftry on the vices of men ; for about the 
time ofour firit feating of the Country, did this vicious ha~ 
- bit oftaking Tebacco poffefle the Englifh Nation, and from — 
them has diifufed it felf into snoft parts of the World ; this I 
fay being brought to us from Spain at great prices, made out 
Governoar fuppofe great wealth might be raifed to particu- 
lars by this sivcrtal vice, and indeed for many yeares they 
svere not deceived, till that increafing in numbers, and many 
other Plantations following the fame defign, at laft brought 
it.asnow it is to that lownefle of price, that the Cuftomes 
doubles the firft purchafe ; that is, the Merchant buyes it for 
one penny the pound,and we pay two pence for the Cuftom 
of that which they are not pleafed to take from us, 

This was the Rete and fundamental hinderance that made 


the Planters negle& all other acceffions to wealth and hap- 
pinels, 
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(6) 
pinefs, and fx their hopes only on this vicious weed ot 7¢- 
bacco, which at length has brought them to that extremity, 
that they can neither ‘handfomely fubfift withit, nor with.. 
out it. . 

Another hinderance has been, that there was never yer any 
publick incouragement to affift the Planters in thofe more 
chargeable undertakings, as Iron-Mines and Shipping. 

Another impediment, and animportant one too has been 
the dif-membring of the Colonie, by giving away and ere. 
ing divers Principalities out of it, as A€aryland to ray Lord 
Bakamore,and part of Floridato my Lord of edrundell, thefe 
Grants will inthe next Age be found more difadvantagicus 
to the Crown thenis perceptible inthis; and therefore I 
fhal] not touch it (uncommanded) as to the politick part of 
it, but.astothe Oeconomick, I fhall affirmethat we canne- 
ver make any Lawes for the erecting Staple Commodities, 
and fetting a ftop to our unlimitted planting of Tobzcco, 
whilft thele Governments are diftinG and independent, for on 
frequent tryals when we begin to make on arf for thefe, 
our people fly to eACaryland, and by this means heighten 
our publick charges, and weaken our defences againit our 
perpetual enemies the /udiazs. Nor is this all, forbyreafon 
of thefe interpofing Grants, we have fuffered the Datch to 
enrich themfelves on our difcoveries, who havein our pre~ 
cincts fetleda Trade of Beaver with the Jndians,amounting 
to two hundred thoufand skins a year, and {upply our ene. 
mies with Ammunition end Gunsin greater proportion then 
we have them our felves, but God be thanked as yet, they, 
their Towns and Trade are in the Kings power, when eyer 
he fhall command them either to quit their Ufurpations, or 
to acknowledge their Subjection to him in thofe parts, 

Another great impediment has been, the confining the 
Planters to Trade only with the Englith, this no good Sub- 
ject or Englifiman will oppofe, ifit be found either bene- 
ficial to the Crown or our Mother-Nation; but if it thal] 
appear that neither of thefe are advantaged by it, then we 
cannot but refent, that forty thoufand people fhould be im- 
voverifh’d.to enrich littlamore. then-forty Merchants, who 
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being the only buyers of our Yabacco,give us what they pleafe 
for it, and after it is here, fell it how they pleafe ; and indeed 
have forty thoufand fervants ia us at cheaper rates, then any 
other men have flaves, for they findthem Meat, Drink and 
‘Clothes, we furnifh our felves and their Sea-men with Meat 
and Drink, andallour fweat.and labour, as they order us, 
will hardly procure us courfe clothes to keep us. from the 
extremities of heatand cold: yetifthefe preflures of us did 
advance the Cuftoms, or benefit the Nation, we fhould nor 
tepine; but that it does the contrary to both, J fhall eafily c- 
vidence whencommanded., A 

Another hinderance has been, the want ofa publick Stock 
toenableus to procure able men for the finding all forts of 
Mines, making Iron of thofe Mines that are found, Ship- 
Carpenters, men skilful in Hemp, Flax and Silk, for the laf 
of which no Country in the world ismore naturally provi- 
ded then Virginiais ; and as by the feet we gueffe at the pro. 
portions of men, fowe can experimentally fay, that within 
feaven years, if we are aflifted and commanded, we fhall 
bring in yearly as much Silk into England, as now colts the 
Nation two hundred thoufand pounds fterling at leaft. Flax, 
Hemp,and Pitch would alwayes be according to the num- 
bers.and poflability of the labours of the Planters, — 

On the whole matter, let it be confidered, whether or no 
the Englifh Plantations are not proportioned ina-(hort time 
to fupply us withall thofe Commodities, which now we have 
at great charge and hazard from Turky, Per(ia, Germany, Po- 
land,and Rujfa: the Wines, Oyles, and Fruites of France and 
Spam, our diftance will eve: binder us from introducing at 
the famerates we have it now from them. 

It has, as 1 intimated,been highly imputed to us by divers 
wife men, who onely contemplate the natural richneffe of our 
Soyle,and by that weigh and meafure our faults and neg- 
jects, that we have net imployed our cares and induftry, in 
producing more ftaple commodities then hitherto we have 
attempted. This none can more feverely refent then the poor 
Plaater himfelf in frequent confultations has done, who by 


_ many ttyals have found their cafe tobelike thofe Architects, . 
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who: can defign excellent Buildings, but have not skill to 
fquare their Timber, or lay their Bricks, and for want of mo- 
ney to procure men for thefe labours, their models remaine 
onely in their imaginations or papers: Thisis our cafe, who 
withouta publick affiftance car neither furyive our poverty, 
nor the remedys of it, without an univerfal prefent preffure, 
as to the Inhabitants.of the Colony; for men of -manufaGure 
will not b= procured,but on great wages,to leave their Coun- 
trey, and hazard (as they ftyle it) their lives: this the poor 
Planter cannot do, whofe fweat and labours amount to no 
more,then to clothe and provide for the ordinary neceflities of 
Kis indigent Family. 

To remedy this, and to procure us able men to fet usina 

way of ftaple commodities, at my departure from Virginial 
was defired by the Affembly to make this Propofal to His 
Sacred Majefty and his Council, toadde one penny more to 
the Cuftoms ofour Tobacco, and give itto the Countrey ; . 
which, if granted, will pay all the publick charges of the 
Countrey, furnifh us with Magazines to refift the Indians, 
build Mills for Iron and Planks, procure us on good Salaries 
able men for- Silk, Cordage, Mines and Flax 3 and all this 
will be done at the expence onely of an indulgent Grant: for 
who payes this but the poor Planter, whofe Tobacco muft 
fell for leffe,the more is impofed onit ? Buta nearer way to 
a publick unquarrelled contribution they cannot find, having 
this Axiom firmty fixt inthem, That never any Community 
of people had good done to them, but againft their wills. 

In order tothis we fhall here declare what we have been 
neceffitated to do thefe laft two years, when wat and other 
emergencies hadinyolyed the Plantation into debts inextri- 
cable in an ordinary leavy 3 which was to lay a Tax oftwo 
fhillings the Hog fhead on every oneexported, This though 
the Merchant made us pay, yet we found it aneafier and rea- 
dier way to defray the publick charges: this (ifthe propofi. 
tions of the Cuftoms be not granted) we defire His Majetties 
Council will advance to three or four fillings the Hogfhead, 
which will pay all pubdlick Officers,and enable us to begin the 

making Iron, and other neceflary works, for the enriching 
eur native 2Lin gdom ard our felves. | An 
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And another Propofal they defired meto make, which is 
this, That fuck Ships as were built inthe Countrey, might 
carry their goods to what Port they pleafed. ‘This they 
hoped wauld be eafily granted, becaufe by this means the 
excellency of their Timber and Mafts (of both which there is 
now a vifible {carcity in Exglazd) would be known, and 
when known the Timber of Exgland might be {pared for 
many yeats, and Ships of the greateft magnitude built there 
cheaper chen poflibly they can bein England; butif the firkt 
be granted, we fhall leave this to the wifdom, exigence and 
caré of thofe His Majefty imployes in thofe affairs. 

Toconclude and animate the care, providence and indul- 
gence the Nation onght tohave of forreign Plantations, let 
thefe few confiderations be duly poifed. 

Firft, itis not yet forty years when there was not one Eng- 
Lfbmaninany Plantation of dmerica, faveonely four or five 
hundred left in 1622.after the Maffacre in Virgina; and now 
there is in the We/? ZJades at leaft three hundred thoufand Enge 
hifo, and of Englif extraction. 

Secondly, if we examine the Cuftoms, we fhall find the 
fourth part of them arife from the Plantations in eLwerica. 
‘This is a wealth our fathers never knew, andin humane pro- 
bability will increafe on us every year, 

Thirdly, thofecommodities we were wontto purchafe at 
gteat rates and hazards, we now purchafe at half the ufual 

tices. WNoristhisall, but we buy them with our own Ma- 
nufactures, which. here at home imploy thoulands of poor 
people. 

Fourthly, when in the pait Agesto disburden the Kine. 
dom of indigent younger Brothers, whom the peculiar policy 
‘of this Nation condemned to poverty or War,we were forced 
to undertake the afliftance of Rebels, which God of late has 
revenged on our own bowels ; now there can beno neceflity 
of that fin or mifery, fora {mall fumme of money will enable 
a younger Brother to erect a flourifhing Family in a new 
World ; and adde more Strength, Wealth, and Honour, to 
his Native Country, then thoufands did before,that dyed fors 
~~ gotten and unrewardedin . unjuft War, : 
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Vfiould now have ended, but thatY think it is expe&ed 
from me,who have lived twenty years in_-America,that ] thould: 
declare the power, intereft, and wealth we haye by our Plan-. 
tations in the Weft Indies, 

To dothis, I fhall firft propofe to the confideration of the 
Reader, the few:yeares we have had any footing ine 4merica, 
the eldeft Plantation,Virginia excepted, not exceeding forty 
years, andyetfo mary difficulties happily.overcome. Our 
numbers there are now at leafttwo hundred thoufand En. 
plith,and if (as in humane probability they will) our numbers 

double but every twenty yeares, inone Age more how great 
will our power, ftrength, and reputation beinthis new We- 
ftern World? 

Secondly, let itbe confidered what fummes of Money 
was in the laft Age exhanfted from us for Sugar, Cotten, 
Drugges, Dyings, and Tobacco, and howeafily now we. fup- 
ply our felves with. thefe, and alfo bring homeenough to bal- 
Jance many other forraign neceflities. 

Thirdly, let us contemplate the refpe& we have from 
moft of the Princes and States of Exrope, by our power and 
ftrength in America 3 the Dutch I know would not willing! y 
qoit their intereftin the Jndies for ten Millions of Money 3 
yet all they have thereis inthe Kings power, when any juft 
occafion fhall provoke his difpleafure. 

The French, itis true, haye not many confiderable places 
there: But yet the Judiesjas theyterm it,.are offo Friand 
apuft, thatthey would not willingly quit their holds in ir, 
nor their pretentions to it. 

But the Spaniards whofe interett is-ereatett, is moft jealous 
of our power there, and we moft formidable to him by it. 

I willnot prefume to Counfel, butto give a Memorial, 
will; that if now we vigoroufly and prudently. manage. our, 
late acquired poffeffions in the Heart and Navel of His Dos 
minions, he will with great cautionand refpe& exafperate 
our King and Nation: And when our power is increafed 
and fetled, thenevidently to one of thefe two conditions 
we fliall bring him; either toadmitof a Trade with us, of 
have bis Bullion come, home in our Ships which of Pan 

W 


sft Yo esialabaial ares) sil one . 

savatetse at onisagh ob 
qrvot gortiby jonox fon Doge | 

wO oenosreanro qliqqnt Faia eat ove 
sf iat boluosts isabenigil cee Dokl Ye Won oS 
voderian yee: bwe Ome ti: Hog rncnacadamy: 
wm * wee 9 re ay if Oe ALLY, 0d YIN 


«) Ww VRE aie VE The Ot one vt bas " Signet i 


qane Mt Me arvre 
sneeo cane 
<qith {wots VM 
aLiged-03 Hguons am ciao 7 ad 4 a wi) | 
vhs aioe ae fat 
aise eGo wae: Fal, | 


; fe one ey Rr i ae y i 


, a 


bemiesoq wo yd cam eae bane sega 
ROC Paci a andl RRs ade ee a 
“ barat. 0 POUL Takis Pent 
% Ae é aa 
eu 


2 ya eT 30 an 


fir isd “bobs awd ig 


‘chil 


yy ay igi a i 
e V4 


RR ad 


equal side: ie : 


yey onder hie 


(11) 
will be moft-advantagious, [ cannot readily tell; but both, 
or either will be of high concernmentto His Majefty and 
eople. : 

‘ to do this with moft eafeand leffe charge, { think the 
beft expedient is to encourage and admonifh Ree leffer Iflends 
(all but the Baréadoes) to remove thither, as they are, they 
are neither of any mutual ftrength to themfelyes, nor con- 
tributeany honour or emolumentto the Nation, but when 
once they are incorporated into one body, how fecure will 
they beamongft themfelves, how terrible to their oppofers ? 
and in cafe a good temprement does producea peace, how 
little will the charge be of afluring it to be lafting; for the 
more men, thelefie need of Souldiers, and by -confequence 
the diffus’d charge of keeping them leffe burthenfome then 
when it is devolved on afew perfons. To conclude, the 
King of Spams wealth is greater in the Jdies,then the King of 
BE gland; but our Kings fubje&s {words are more fharper 
then'the Spaniards, which we had lately evidenced, but that 
God would not Suffer the worft of men, Crowyell,to glory in 
the braveft of atchivements.. 

To makea Parallel betwixt. Virginia and cur other Ifland 
Plantations in America, we willtakethe Miftreffe of them 
all,Barbadoes, for the other Iflands, if now they were to be 
feated, would not be fuffered ufelefly to exhauft fo many 
men out of our Nation asnow they do; who being thinly 
planted and defenceleffe, are expofed nor only to the defigns, 
but as I may truly {fpeak:it to the divertifement of their Ene~ 
mies, who only-pafling by have taken the beft of them with. 
out lofing two dayes of their intended Voyage ; this Saint 
Chriftophers and the Tartugos have experimented, and. theig 
weak refiftance have made the Spaniard have falfe apprehen- 
fions of our Courages and Condué&: Thefe then I will not 
particularly mention, but the Paragon fhallbe betwixt Vir- 
ginia and the Barbadoes, which does produce all thofe Com- 
modities in perfection, which the other Iflands do but at- 
tempt todo this, I will impartially mention their indu- 
- ftrious vertues and our negligent defeéts ; and firft, I will 
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(12) 
dity of Englith growth, wasa work worthy of a publick 
mark of Honour and Reward; for by itthe Nation faves 
yearly a Million of pounds fterling. Cottens, Indicos, and 
Ginger were likewile noble undertakings ;.andto admirati- 
on perfected, and God forbid, thatemulation fhould make 
us forbear to {peak or leffen the defigns and induftry of the 
firft prornoters of thefe noble Commodities, Butwe fhall 
fay that it is pity thofe menhad nota larger field to exercife 
their vertues in, for like flowers they were quickly at their 
full growth and perfection, and a Nil wltra is fixt on them. 
But that our defires to honour them may not tacitly fix an, 
accufation onus,l muft here fay, they had the happinefle to 
haveno Enemy to encounter, whole {words were continual. 
ly in our bowels or apprehentfions ; that they lay morein the 
way of Merchants and men of War, by whom they got per- 
fons skilledin the Engines that made Sugar; that their fe- 
curity from Enemies made Merchants, and other rich men, 
Willingly venture their Eftates thither, and therefore the 
comparifon being as I fuppofe to be made between the pla- 
ces, and not the happy Conjunature of the men that pofleffe 
them, I fhall boldly and truly affirm,that there canbe no 
comparifon betweerr the places relative to the future advan. 
_ tageof our Nation: For though Virginia yetonly produceth 
Tobacco, as to the main of her Traffick, yet it has produced 
Silk, Flax, Hemp, Iron, Rice, Pitch, Tar, which are Com- 
-miodities more la{ting and neceffary then Sugar or Indico can 
be: andas our Numbers increafe,fo will our Wealth, when 
our induftry and affiftance fhall equal theirs, which is clean 
contrary withthem, whoare already forced to expend one 
fifth part of their Merchandife to provide Victuals for them- 
(elves and Servants. -But the beft refolution of this, will be, 
that being both of one. Nation, we bleffe God that has made 
us fo inftrumental to the Wealth and Glory ofit, 
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